Animal/Environmental Sound Awareness Activities For Wooden Frogs
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These wooden croaking frogs are meticulously carved from non-endangered teak wood by artisans.  The distinctive frog resonant croaking sound is best made by holding the frog by its back feet and running the large end of the rasp back-to-front over the frog’s spines.  These wooden frogs have been used by music teachers for many years.  Now, speech-language pathologists and other teachers are using them to teach language and literacy skills.  They are available in 6 sizes (1.5” to 6”) in our catalog and in 3”, 4”, and 5” sizes in the Phonemic Awareness Tales Literacy Kit.

Following are suggested animal/environmental sound awareness activities for use with the 3 frogs in the Phonemic Awareness Tales Literacy Kit or with individually purchased frogs:

A. Identify The Frog Sounds

Instructions: Have three students select a small, medium, and large size frog and stand in front of the class.  Show each of the students how to hold the frog and make the distinctive frog resonant croaking sound.  Then ask:

1. The student with the small frog to demonstrate to the seated students the sound of the                        “baby” or “tree” frog.

2. The student with the medium size frog to demonstrate the sound of the “mama” frog.

3. The student with the large size frog to demonstrate the sound of the “papa” or “bull” frog.

Next, ask the seated students to close their eyes and tell you which frog sound they hear (baby, mama or papa) when you tap one of the standing students on the shoulder as a cue to make their frog’s distinctive sound.  Repeat this activity until the students get familiar with each frog sound.

B. Same/Different/Missing Sounds

Instructions: Ask seated students with closed eyes to identify which two frog sounds (baby, mama or papa) they hear.  Have two students make their frog’s distinctive sound.  In some instances have the same students create the frog sound twice to see if the seated students recognize that only one distinctive frog sound has been made.  Also ask the seated students if they can identify which frog sound (baby, mama or papa) they did not hear when a 2-sound sequence has been made the first time and then made again with one sound deleted.  It may be difficult for some young children to perceive the pitch differences; i.e. between the big and medium or small and medium frogs. If so, have them differentiate between frogs with a greater pitch difference; i.e. the small and the large frogs.
C. Identify the Frog Sounds From Their Position Left To Right

Instructions: Line up three students and ask the seated students with their eyes closed to identify the order (beginning, middle, and end) in which they hear the different frog sounds (baby, mama or papa). 
These animal/environmental sound awareness activities and other sound related activities can be found in the Children’s Publishing Phonemic Awareness Tales Workbook.   
